
 
Embracing  

Villa Maria Centre  
and  

St Patrick’s 
Fortitude Valley 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Most Reverend  
Mark Coleridge 

Archbishop of Brisbane 
 

Cathedral Office 

07 3324 3030 
 

Cathedral Email 
cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au 

 

Cathedral Website 
cathedralofststephen.org.au 

 

Cathedral Staff  
Fr Anthony Mellor (Dean) 

Fr Odinaka Nwadike  
(Associate Pastor) 
Fr Thomas Ismoyo 

 

Sacristan 
Mr Hayden Kennedy 

 

Cathedral Office 
Co-Ordinator 

Ms Carmel Devery 
 

Local Safeguarding  
Representative 

Dr Barbara Reynolds-
Hutchinson  

(ph: 0418 401 609) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Stay awake, because 
you do not know the 

day when your master 
is coming.” 

 
The community of the Cathedral of St. Stephen acknowledges the traditional custodians 

of the land on which our parish stands.  

Advent Candle Ritual for the First Sunday of Advent – Year A 
 
Priest:  As we celebrate the season of Advent we think again of the love of God for us, endless 

and ever new, symbolised in this circle of greenery. The candles of the wreath signify 
the way how this eternal and all-embracing love has been manifested in time, and will 
be manifest forever when the Lord appears in glory. On this First Sunday of Advent, we 
bless our Advent wreath, and light the first of the candles, looking forward to the Day of 
the Lord. 

 

Blessing of Advent Wreath 
 

Priest: Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: He is Emmanuel, the hope of 
the peoples, he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, he is the Saviour of every 
nation. 

 Lord God, 
 Let your blessing come upon us as we light the candles of this wreath.  
 May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation.  
 May he come quickly and not delay.  
 Through Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen. 
 

The wreath is sprinkled with holy water. Then one candle is lit as the cantor sings: 
 

Priest:  Christ we sit in darkness, but you are our light. 
All: We long for Christ’s coming into our hearts and into our world. 
 

Priest:  Our lives have been shaken by fire and drought and storm; our security has been shaken 
by bombings and wars and uncertainty. 

All: We wait in hope for God’s light to penetrate our darkness and radiate within us. 
 

Priest:  In the midst of our doubts and our insecurities we are reminded that God’s faithfulness 
reaches to the ends of the earth. 

All: We watch for new light to shine as the season of joy approaches. 
 

Priest:  Christ is our rock and our refuge, an ever present help in trouble.  
All: We wait in hope, attentive to all the signs of Christ’s coming. 
 

Priest: May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.  
All: Amen. 
 

Priest: Let us pray. 
 Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ 

with righteous deeds at his coming, so that, gathered at his right hand, they may be 
worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

All: Amen. 

 

Cathedral Parish Mass Times this week 
Monday — Friday: 8.00am Chapel;  10.00am Cathedral;  12.30pm Cathedral;  5.10pm Chapel   
Saturday: 9.30am Villa Maria; 11.30am Cathedral  
 

Sunday 
Cathedral of St Stephen  
Saturday: 6.00pm (Mass in anticipation of Sunday) 
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am (Solemn Mass); 12 noon; 7.30pm 
 
Reconciliation: Monday— Friday 10.30-11.30am; 1.00-2.00pm; 4.00-5.00pm 
                 Saturday 10.00-11.00am; 4.30-5.30pm 
 

Exposition:     Monday — Friday 10.30am—12.15pm   Benediction   Monday — Friday    12.15pm  

Readings for today: 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Colossians 1:12-20; Luke 23:35-43 

St. Patrick’s 
58 Morgan St 

Fortitude Valley 

Villa Maria Chapel 
123 Warren St 

Spring Hill 

Cathedral of  
St. Stephen 

249 Elizabeth St 
Brisbane 

St Patrick’s 9.00am; 12 noon 
Villa Maria 9.30am 



THE CATHEDRAL OF ST STEPHEN ART GROUP (COSSAG) 
The COSSAG Annual Christmas market is on this weekend 

in the Hanly Room, Saturday from 2pm - 7.30pm  & Sunday 

from 9am to 3pm.  Lots of unique handmade and fair trade 
products.  
 

MONDAY 2 DECEMBER  
Due to maintenance work being carried out in the Chapel, all 
Masses will be held in the Cathedral. 
 

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEDICATION OF THE CATHEDRAL 
OF ST STEPHEN 
At the 10.00am Mass on Wednesday 4th December, 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge will celebrate Mass to 
commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the Dedication of the 
Cathedral of St Stephen, following the 1989 renovations.  
Parishioners are invited to attend and join us for morning tea 
following Mass.   
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS TRAINING  
Parishioners who regularly attend Sunday Masses are invited 
to volunteer as Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist and 

Readers.  Training programs will be held on Wednesday 4 

December @ 6.00pm or Saturday 7 December @ 9.00am.  The 
training session will cover both ministries, and attendance at 
either is a requirement for new ministers.  The car park will 
be available.  To register please telephone 3324 3030 or email 
cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au. In keeping with Archdiocesan 
Policy, all new volunteers will be required to apply for a Blue 
Card and a National Police Check and partake in 
Safeguarding Training.   
 

CHRISTMAS MASS LITURGICAL ROSTER 
This year Christmas Day falls on Wednesday and Christmas 
Eve is on Tuesday evening.  A lot of preparation and 
planning goes into our Christmas Masses as we welcome 
parishioners and visitors alike to the Cathedral.  That 
everything flows so smoothly is a credit to so many who 
quietly, behind the scenes, generously give of their time and 
energy, to ensure that our Christmas Masses are joyous, faith 
filled celebrations.  Acknowledging that there are a lot of 
parishioners away at this time of the year, we are trying to 
organize our rosters for the Christmas Masses.   

All liturgical ministers who will be attending one of the 
Christmas Masses are invited to stop by the sign-on desk 
before Mass or the sacristy after Mass and put your name 
next to a ministry.   Thank you for your generosity and 
ministry – it is appreciated. 

ADVENT IN THE CATHEDRAL PARISH 
 

SUNDAY MASS 
Cathedral —6.00pm (Sat); 8.00am; 10.00am; 12noon; 7.30pm 
St Patrick’s—9.00am; 12noon 

Villa Maria—9.30am 
 

WEEKDAY MASS 
Cathedral—8.00am; 10.00am; 12.30pm; 5.10pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Weekday—10.30-11.30am; 1.00-2.00pm; 4.00-5.00pm 
2nd Rite of Reconciliation—Monday 16 December—5.10pm 

Saturday—10.00-11.00am; 4.30-5.30pm 

 

Morning Prayer—8.00am Friday 
Evening Prayer—5.10pm Wednesday 

Nine Lessons for Advent and Christmas 
Wednesday 18 December—6.00pm 
 

Lights of Christmas 
Nightly 11-24 December—6.30—10.30pm 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
 

St Stephen’s Cathedral 
Christmas Eve—6.00pm; 8.00pm; 11.30 pm Carols;  
Christmas Day—12.00 midnight; 8.00am; 10.00am; 12.00noon 
 

St Patrick’s—Christmas Eve—7.00pm;  Christmas Day—9.00am 
 

Villa Maria Chapel—Christmas Day—9.30am 





For your own safety, please be aware of your security at all times 

Due to the constant possibility of theft, please do not leave your personal belongings 

unattended in the Cathedral/Chapel/or the Cathedral grounds. 


