
Embracing Villa Maria and 
St Patrick’s Fortitude Valley 

Dear friends, 
 

Jesus enters into the rather vexing territory of prayer 
and why some prayers are heard with God’s 
affirming “yes” and some of our prayers never seem 
to be heard. The conversation begins with a simple 
request from Jesus’ disciples, “Teach us to pray”. 
Notice, the question isn’t about why we should pray 
or about how to get the best results when we pray, 
but a simple request about pray itself. Jesus responds 
with a model of Christian prayer which we call the 
“Lord’s Prayer” or the “Our Father”. The second part 
of the gospel raises a question: is this an example of 
how God responds to our prayers or is it an 
instruction about how people who pray should 
respond to the requests of others? We could read it 
both ways and Jesus’ ambiguity is probably intended. 
So we can read the second part of the gospel as a 
description of what the perfect Christian community 
looks like.  
 

 
 

Imagine a community in which the one who asks is 
given a response that assists them; imagine a 
community in which the searcher finds what he or she 
is looking for; imagine a community in which the one 
who knocks always finds an open door. Perhaps this 
kind of community is far too accommodating, but I 
wonder if Jesus’ point is that people who pray for 
their own intentions always need to be alert to the 
prayers of others. Maybe one reason why God does 
not always respond to our prayers in the way that we 
hope is because we can forget that we all have a part 
to play in the workings of God. We sometimes forget 
or fail to notice how we can be an answer to the 
prayers of others. We are the ones who are called to 
answer “yes” to those who are asking, or to those who 
are searching or knocking. If we say “yes” to others 
more often, or at least have a more open heart, maybe 
God would not have to work so hard to say “yes” to 
each of us.       Fr. Anthony 

Most Reverend Mark Coleridge 
Archbishop of Brisbane 
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Cathedral Mass Times this week 
 Monday—Friday 8.00am Chapel;  10.00am Cathedral;  12.30pm Cathedral;  5.10pm Chapel. 

 Saturday 9.30am Villa Maria;   11.30am Cathedral  

Sunday 
 Cathedral of St Stephen Saturday   6.00pm (Mass in anticipation of Sunday) 
  Sunday  8.00am; 10.00am (Solemn Mass); 12 noon; 7.30pm 

 St Patrick’s, Fortitude Valley Sunday  9.00am; 12 noon. 
 Villa Maria, Spring Hill Sunday  9.30am 
 

Reconciliation 
 Monday—Friday  10.30-11.30am; 1.00-1.30pm; 4.30-5.00pm 

 Saturday 10.00-11.00am; 4.30-5.30pm 

 

Exposition Monday—Friday 10.30am—12.15pm    Benediction  Monday—Friday 12.15pm 

Jesus was in a certain place praying,  

and when he had finished,  

one of his disciples said, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 
 

Readings: Genesis 18:20-32; Colossians 2:12-14; Luke 11:1-13 

The community of the Cathedral of St. Stephen acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which our parish stands.  



PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL  
This weekend is the final weekend for nominations. 
Nomination forms for the few vacancies are available at 
the mass coordinator’s table outside the sacristy.  If you 
are considering nominating for one of these vacant 
positions please complete the Nomination Form and 
return it as indicated on the form.  Contact the Council at 
cathedralppc@bne.catholic.net.au if you require further 
details. 
 

LEGION OF MARY 
Today, we welcome to the 12 noon Mass members of the 
Brisbane Comitium of the Legion of Mary who are 
celebrating the 80th Anniversary of their founding in 
Queensland. 
 

MARY IN SCRIPTURE, ART AND THE CATHEDRAL 
The Cathedral of St Stephen Guides and Welcomers will 

hold a seminar on this topic on Wednesday 31 July from 
10.00am – 12.00noon in the Hanly Room followed by 
lunch.  The facilitator will be Dr. Barbara Reynolds-
Hutchinson.  All are welcome.  If you wish to attend 
please contact  the Cathedral office on 
cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au or 3324 3030. 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 
The next baptismal preparation meeting will take place on 

Saturday morning, 9:30am on 3 August 2019.  For an 
application form please contact the Cathedral office on 
3324 3030 or email cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
The next YAM Mass is on Sunday 4 August at the special 
time of 12 noon followed by the Youth Expo.  Young 
adults and the young at heart are invited to attend.  Come 
and join with other 18-35 year olds to celebrate, share 
faith and fellowship after Mass at the Youth Expo. 

THE SOLEMNITY OF SAINT MARY OF THE CROSS 
MACKILLOP MASS 
The annual Mass will be celebrated by Most Rev Mark 

Coleridge on Thursday 8 August at 10am.  Following 
Mass, you are welcome to join us for morning tea in the 
Cathedral precinct.  RSVP: Thursday 1 August. 
Phone: (07) 3324 3200 Email: rsvp@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME:  FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN 
GRADE 3, 4 AND ABOVE  -  PARENT INFORMATION SESSION 
Sacraments are sacred events, in which we enter more 
fully into the mysteries of our Catholic faith. They are 
community events, which remind us of the role of the 
community in our faith life. Based upon the sacramental 
guidelines of the Archdiocese, the sacramental 
preparation is a collaborative process that is parish based 
and family centred.   

Here is a wonderful opportunity for parents to contact the 
parish office at cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au to enroll 
their children into the second round of the sacramental 
program for this year.    

On Saturday August 31st, at 9am in the Hanly Room, 
there will be a parent information session for those who 
will be enrolled in our Sacramental Program for this year. 
In this session, preparation process will be outlined and 
questions answered. 

On Saturday morning, 19 October, there is a mini retreat 
that brings the preparation to an end and the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation is celebrated. 

On Sunday, 20 October, we celebrate the sacrament of 
Confirmation for those in grade 3, and on Sunday, 
October 27, we celebrate the First Holy Communion for 
those in grade 4 who have prepared for that sacrament. 
 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 
Parishioners who support the parish through the Planned 
Giving envelopes may collect their envelopes for the 
coming year from the table near the baptism font.  
Everyone is invited to financially support the work and 
mission of St Stephen’s. Your financial support is 
appreciated. If you would like more information about 
the Planning Giving Program, you will discover 
information packages at the entrance to the church, which 
also includes a form to join the Planned Giving through a 
direct debit option. 
 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
This year, the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary falls on the Thursday after the Brisbane Ekka 
Holiday.  Mass times in the Cathedral Parish will be: 
 

Wednesday 14th August 
 St Patrick’s Fortitude Valley—6pm (Vigil) 

Thursday 15th August 
 Cathedral of St Stephen—8.00am; 10am; 12.30pm & 

5.10pm 
 

Please note that the Vigil Mass for the Parish will be held 
at St Patrick’s Fortitude Valley.  The car park will be 
available at St Patrick’s for this Mass and the Cathedral car 
park will only be available for those attending the 5.10pm 
Mass on Thursday. 
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PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 
National Theme for Discernment #6 

 

How is God calling us to be a Christ-centred Church that is 
Open to conversion, Renewal and Reform? 

 

This National Theme for Discernment is inspired by the voices of 
the People of God who expressed a desire to do things 

differently in response to Christ and the experience of our 
people, accepting that faithfulness to tradition requires change 

that is both personal and communal.  
Find out more at www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au 



NEWS ABOUT SAFEGUARDING 
You will have noticed the new sign at the top of the steps leading to the toilets, water fountain etc.  While cameras cover 
this area, the best protection is prevention. 
A new item appeared on the Australian Catholic Bishops Media blog regarding new guidelines to the Australian 
Catholic Church’s response to abuse.  The guidelines will be considered in conjunction with the new National Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards, approved and launched by Catholic Professional Standards Ltd earlier this year.  
Archbishop Coleridge, Chair of ACBC said, 

“The national guidelines and the Safeguarding Standards will become two focal points for the Church’s work in protecting 
children and vulnerable adults from abuse and ensuring survivors are at the centre of our response to allegations that arise,”  

Full text of the statement can be accessed at https://mediablog.catholic.org.au/new-guidelines-will-inform-churchs-
response-to-abuse/ 
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