
Readings for today: Jeremiah 20:10-13; Romans 5:12-15; Matthew 10:26-33  

Dear friends, 

We are gradually emerging from  our 
isolation into the a new pattern of living.  
It is impossible to predict what level of 
restrictions will be in place tomorrow, or 
next week or next month but we do 
know that things change quickly, so let 
us hope and pray that things will 
continue to move in the right direction.  

We are back into the green of Ordinary 
Time but 2020 has been far from 
ordinary. I suspect this will continue to 
be the case. Green is the colour of 
growth and life. That is why most of the 
liturgical year is “green” because the 
ordinary times are the times when we 
grow, usually without noticing it. This 
unnoticed growth during the ordinary 
times helps us to be strong and resilient 
during the difficult times—like the first 
half of 2020.  

It is often presumed that it is the tough 
times that make us strong and 
determined. Perhaps, but sometimes 
they can make us lose confidence and 
faith and trap us into cycles of despair. 
Maybe it is actually the rhythm of 
ordinary time that strengthens us, 
almost unseen, hidden and without 
conscious effort on our part. We grow 
almost despite ourselves because the 
ordinariness of life shapes us.  

 

And over the last few months we have 
longed for the ordinary, the predictable 
routine that we took for granted. Is this 
what Jesus is talking about in the gospel 
when he says, “For everything that is 
now covered will be uncovered, and 
everything now hidden will be made 
clear. What I say to you in the dark, tell 
in the daylight?” 

In the context of this year, maybe we 
can say this in another way, “Everything 
that we took for granted will be 
treasured; everything that we were 
blinded to will become obvious; 
everything that has been obscured will 
become as clear as daylight”. That is 
why “the ordinary” is so important; it is 
our anchor point for how we imagine 
life to be. The things that go missing 
when life is not “ordinary” are the very 
things that hold our lives together. Now 
our eyes have been opened, we have no 
reason to live in the dark anymore about 
what is most important and essential in 
life. If this was covered-up with “stuff” 
before Covid-19, the essential things in 
life now lay bare before us, as clear as 
the daylight. And there is nothing more 
essential, nothing more purposeful than 
the Good News of Jesus Christ, setting 
us free to live “the ordinary” in the most 
extraordinary way. 
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Jesus instructed the 
Twelve as follows:  

“Can you not buy two 
sparrows for a penny? 
And yet not one falls to 

the ground without your 
Father knowing.”  

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A — 21st June 2020 

 

The community of the Cathedral of St. Stephen acknowledges the traditional custodians 
of the land on which our parish stands.  

 

Cathedral Parish Mass Times this week 
Monday to Friday  8:00am (also live-streamed); 10:00am;  12:30pm;  5:10pm 
Saturday    11:30am—Mass (also live-streamed) 

 

Sunday 
Cathedral of St Stephen St Patrick’s Church Saturday: 5:00pm 
Saturday:  6:00pm   Sunday: 9:00am & 11:00am 
Sunday:  8:00am; 10:00am; 12 noon; 5:00pm & 7:30pm 
 (8am & 10am also live-streamed) 
 

Reconciliation: Monday to Friday: 10:30-11:30am; 1:00-1:30pm; 4:30-5:00pm 
 Saturday: 10:00am-11:00am;  4:30-5:30pm 
 

Exposition:   Monday to Friday 10:30am—12:15pm Benediction:   Monday to Friday 12:15pm  

St. Patrick’s 
58 Morgan St 
Fortitude Valley 

Villa Maria Chapel 
171 St Pauls Tce 
Spring Hill 
No public Masses 
until further notice. 

Cathedral of  
St. Stephen 
249 Elizabeth St 
Brisbane 



Registration to attend Mass  
The normal pattern of weekly liturgies has resumed, 
however the current restrictions on the number of people 
attending Mass at the Cathedral and St Patrick’s is limited 
to 100.  It is essential therefore that registration to attend 
both weekday and Sunday Masses (including St Patrick’s) 
is completed on-line through the Cathedral website.  
Registration for Sunday Mass will close at midday on 
Friday. If you do not have the resources to register on-
line, please contact us on 3324 3030. 

 
The Sacrament of Penance 
The Sacrament of Penance is also available at the 
Cathedral at the pre-COVID times, ie, Monday to Friday 
10.30-11.30am; 1.00-130pm; 4.30-5.00pm;  Saturday 10-
11am; 4.30-5.30pm.  Registration for the Sacrament is not 
required however, you may be asked to provide your 
contact details before entering the Cathedral, if your stay 
is longer than 15 mins. 
 

Communion Procession 
Please come to Communion in a single file and remember 
to keep physical distance (1.5m) between the person in 
front of you whilst standing in the Communion 
procession.   
 
Donations and Financial Contributions 
We are very grateful to the parishioners who have 
continued to financially support the Cathedral and St 
Patrick’s through your weekly contributions either via 
direct debit or delivering your envelopes to the parish 
office.  As the current restrictions continue, we are 
prevented from having the usual collections at Mass, and 
a retiring collection will be held at each Mass.  You can 
also use the tap and go donation stand located in the 
Cathedral.  We encourage everyone to consider Direct 
Debit payments. 
For details regarding other ways to financially support the 
parish, please visit our website: 
www.cathedralofststephen.org.au. 

 
 
 

Priests Jubilee Mass 
Monday 29th June at 10am Mass, the Archbishop will 
celebrate the Priests Jubilee Mass.  Due to the current 
restrictions, unfortunately this Mass will not be open to 
the general public.  The Mass will be live-streamed.  
Priests celebrating their Jubilee this year are: 

Diamond Bill O’Shea 
   Dan Carroll 
   Peter Hayes (OSA) 

Golden Brian Finnigan 
   John Garrahy 
   John Grace 

Silver  Brian Fitzpatrick (OSA) 
   Huong Van Nguyen  
   Joseph-Hien Van Vo  

As the Cathedral will be not open to the general public 
until after the Mass, the Sacrament of Penance will be 
available from 1.00-1.30pm & 4.30-5.00pm. 

 
Infant Baptism at the Cathedral 
Infant Baptisms are recommencing in July 2020 at the 
Cathedral and St Patrick’s.  A Baptismal Preparation 

meeting will be held on Saturday 4th July at 9.30am in the 
Hanly Room.  Numbers attending the Preparation are 
limited and therefore registration is essential. If you 
would like to have your child baptised at the Cathedral or 
St Patrick’s, information and an application form can be 
obtained by contacting the Cathedral office on 3324 3030, 
or email cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au. Baptismal 
enquiries can also be made on-line at the Cathedral 
website: www.cathedralofststephen.org.au 
 

Local Safeguarding Representative 
Barbara Reynolds-Hutchinson who, generously and ably, 
accepted the role as our first Local Safeguarding 
Representative has decided not to continue given the 
current restrictions and health advice to which we all 
must adhere. The local safeguarding rep. is a point of 
contact for any information, communication, concerns or 
formation regarding safeguarding standards and practice 
within the Cathedral parish. We thank Barbara for 
accepting the role initially and are grateful that Barbara 
forged a new path for a new responsibility. Mrs. Jane 
Cameron has accepted the role as new safeguarding rep. 
and we thank Jane for her generosity. Jane’s contact 
details are on the front page of the newsletter. 
 

Small Blessings Campaign 
Small Blessings is a community campaign that celebrates 
the good deeds we do for each other in times of need, like 

we are experiencing now. “For all the gloom of COVID-19 
there are still many blessings to be shared and to be grateful 
for.” Archbishop Mark invites you to share your Small 
Blessings to spread a message of hope in the community. 
In sharing our small blessings, we can bring hope to the 
community and inspire others.  Share your small blessings 
at smallblessings.com.au. 
 

The Good News 
Receive inspiration in your inbox.  Subscribe to the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane’s The Good News E-newsletter to 
receive email updates including two minute homilies, 
readings and other important updates. https://
brisbanecatholic.org.au/news-events/mailing-list/ 






