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Readings for today: Isaiah 58:7-10; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Matthew 5:13-16

Dear friends,
It has been a summer of fires. These
fires have flared a fearsome light
across the skies of Australia which
created a certain foreboding and
dread. This is the kind of light from
which we instinctively escape. Some
intense lights cause fear or can blind
us. Jesus speaks of a different kind of
light; one which invites and comforts.
A couple of years ago, I was marking
a reflection paper on evangelisation
and the writer recalled this rather
quirky story about light and fire:
“Our faith grows bigger and deeper
when we share it and like a fire it
spreads. Sometimes we only light a
little spark in someone, that someday
will ignite. My boys, when they were
little, once lit a camp fire in middle of
our paddock. When it got dark they
put the fire out and came inside. The
following night the neighbour’s pine
tree caught alight and the fire brigade
had to be called. The fire had travelled
nearly thirty metres undetected
beneath the pine needles until it
reached a tree and set it on fire.” I
hope that they are still on good terms
with their neighbour!
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Jesus said to his
disciples: “You are the
salt of the earth. You
are the light of the
world. Your light must
shine in the sight of
all, so that, seeing
your good works, they
may give the praise to
your Father in
heaven.”

It’s a great image. We don’t know
what effect our faith, our words, our
example has on others. Sometimes it
takes a while to spark something in
others – whether that be in our
children, or grand-children, family,
friends, or strangers.
We are called to be light for the world
and salt for the earth. We don’t see
sunlight directly; it is invisible. We
only see what the light illuminates.
We can’t see the salt in our food, but
we taste its flavour. It is by how we
live and love and laugh and cry that
we shed our light of faith. It is by how
we handle our disappointments and
sorrows, by hoping in a world that
sometimes seems hopeless, by
nurturing that deep-burning but
perhaps forgotten flame of faith
within us, that we can give witness to
what is most precious, most true,
most meaningful, and most beautiful
about our human life and faith. And
this is what gives glory to God.
Like those boys, when it gets dark we
can think that our light has gone out.
May our faith burst forth anew with
unexpected power.
Fr. Anthony
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Cathedral Parish Mass Times this week
Monday to Friday: 8.00am Chapel; 10.00am Cathedral; 12.30pm Cathedral; 5.10pm Chapel
Saturday:
9.30am Villa Maria; 11.30am Cathedral

Sunday
Cathedral of St Stephen
Saturday: 6.00pm (Mass in anticipation of Sunday)
Sunday:
8.00am; 10.00am (Solemn Mass); 12 noon; 7.30pm
Reconciliation:

Monday to Friday
Saturday

St Patrick’s
Villa Maria

9.00am; 12 noon
9.30am

10.30-11.30am; 1.00-1.30pm; 4.30-5.00pm
10.00-11.00am; 4.30-5.30pm

Exposition: Monday to Friday 10.30am—12.15pm

Benediction: Monday to Friday 12.15pm

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES
Come along and celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of
Lourdes in the Cathedral on Saturday, 15 February
2020 - 10:30am Recitation of the Rosary, followed by
Mass at 11:30am. The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes
falls on Tuesday, 11 February but the celebration of the
Feast occurs on Saturday, 15 February.
MORNING TEA
Next Sunday, 16 February following the 8.00am &
10.00am Masses our first Cathedral cuppa after Mass
for 2020 will be held. Join us outside the Francis Rush
Centre for fellowship with our parishioners. Visitors
are very welcome to attend.
VILLA MARIA OPEN DAY
The grand heritage, newly refurbished residential aged
care home at Villa Maria, offers exciting programs and
activities for residents in relaxed community spaces.
Home Care services can also be provided, tailoring care
to every stage of your life’s journey. An Open Day will
be held on Saturday 22 February 2020, 10.00am2.00pm. RSVP or for more information: 1300 951 501.

RELICS OF ST THERESE & STS LOUIS & ZELIE MARTIN
The Relics of St Therese of Lisieux and Sts Louis & Zelie
Martin are at the Cathedral this weekend from 11.00am
on Saturday 8 February till 9.00am on Monday 10
February. For full details on the Relics visit to the
Cathedral, please see the Community News on the
home
page
of
the
Cathedral
website,
www.cathedralofststephen.org.au.
EVENING PRAYER AND YAM MASS— 9 FEBRUARY 2020
To coincide with the Pilgrimage of the Relics of St
Therese and Sts Louis & Zelie Martin, the February
Young Adult Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 9
February. The Young Adult ministry will also provide
the music for the Evening Prayer at 6.30pm.
ART & PRAYER
A practical, engaging and prayerful course offered to
help you discover art as a disposition to contemplative
prayer through the process of writing an icon. The
course is offered in two forms:
1. 5 x Tuesdays, Feb 11—March 10, 2.00-5.30pm
2. 2 x Saturdays, 15 & 22 Feb, 9.00am-5.30pm
The courses will be held at 202 Waterworks Rd,
Ashgrove. Class limited to 8 participants. Suggested
donation: $200 ($150 for students). For more info or to
register contact Sister Josephine Marie on 0414 810 712,
mariastella.brisbane@gmail.com. This course is offered
by the Sisters of Mary Morning Star.
ARCHBISHOP’S MASS FOR THE CURIA

Friday 14 February at the 10.00am Mass, Archbishop
Coleridge will celebrate Mass with the Archdiocesan
Curia. Everyone is welcome to attend.

LENTEN DISCUSSION GROUP
Are you interested in attending a Lenten Discussion
Group this year? Currently we have one group who
will be meeting on a Sunday after the 12 noon Mass. If
there is interest, another group will be organised for
Thursday morning following the 10am Mass. Please
register your interest for both groups by emailing
cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au by Monday 17 February.
CATHEDRAL COFFEE LOUNGE
The Cathedral Coffee Lounge, located on the lower
ground floor of Penola Place in the Cathedral Precinct,
is currently looking for volunteers. Anyone interested
in volunteering please contact Sandra on 0407 791 833
or email: sandra.odonohue@bigpond.com
BRISBANE CATHOLIC HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The next meeting is Tuesday 18 February 5pm in Hanly
Room in the FRC. The guest speaker is Mr Peter Mylne
with topic: Patrick William Shannon: His Life and Times.
The AGM of the Society will follow. Non-members
welcome – gold coin donation. Check website:
www.brisbanecatholichistoricalsociety.org.au.
ASH WEDNESDAY—26 FEBRUARY 2020
Mass times for Ash Wednesday in the Cathedral Parish:
St Patrick’s, Fortitude Valley—7.00am
Cathedral—8.00am; 10.00am; 12.30pm; 5.30pm
Please note the later time for the afternoon Mass. The
car park will be available from 5.00pm for the 5.30pm
Mass only.

Safeguarding Children And Vulnerable Adults—Archdiocesan Prevention and Protection Policy
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to
dignity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm.
They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.
This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishioners, Volunteers, students on placement and visitors to our sites.

