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Readings for today: Sirach 15:15-20; 1 Corinthians 2:6-10; Matthew 5:17-37
Dear friends,
There is a rather straight forward, no
nonsense introduction to our liturgy of the
Word this week-end. The writer of the
Book of Ecclesiasticus says without any
equivocation:
If you wish, you can keep the commandments,
to behave faithfully is within your power. God
has set fire and water before you; put out your
hand to whichever you prefer.
In two concise sentences, we have both an
analysis of the human condition and the
antidote of the Divine cure. To behave
faithfully is a possibility for each of us.
Notice that the writer doesn’t say that
behaving sinlessly but rather faithfully.
Living without sin is not a realistic option
for any of us. The more realistic possibility
for each of us is to live faithfully—to live
fully in faith. To live faithfully is to grow
in trust in our relationship with God; to be
less harsh critics of our sisters and brothers
and develop greater habits of generosity;
to be of service to those in need. Trust,
generosity and service are the practice of
God’s commandments and such habits are
not beyond our capabilities. God does not
ask us to do the impossible. God asks us
to do what is necessary so that God’s
kingdom may come.

Dr Barbara ReynoldsHutchinson
(ph: 0418 401 609)

On the mountain, Jesus
gathered his disciples
around him
and he taught them,
saying: “Do not think
that I have come
to abolish the law or
the prophets;
I have come not to
abolish but to fulfil.”
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The next line describes our dilemma: we
have a choice. We put out our hand for
whichever we prefer. God may put before
us commandments, but the choice is ours.
As every parent knows, there comes a time
when children must be allowed to make
their own choices if they are to walk that
rocky road to adulthood. So too with us, if
we are to mature in faith, we must take
responsibility for our own lives, our faith
and our decisions. Part of the process of
growing-up is making mistakes and
coming to understand the consequences of
those mistakes and taking responsibility
for who we are becoming.
This is what the author of our first reading
is saying: the life that God offers us is
possible but only if we choose to grow into
it. This will necessarily include making
mistakes and failed choices (we are not
sinless) but we only become faithless when
we give up. To respond to God faithfully
is one of the choices that we have, but this
needs to be a daily choice to grow in trust,
generosity and service. It is possible to
refuse this path and find ourselves cynical,
selfish and self-serving.
The choice is ours.
Fr. Anthony
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Cathedral Paish Mass Times this week
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri:
8.00am Chapel; 10.00am Cathedral; 12.30pm Cathedral; 5.10pm Chapel
Wednesday
8.00am; 10.00am; 12.30pm; 5.10pm—ALL MASSES IN THE CHAPEL
Saturday:
9.30am Villa Maria; 11.30am Cathedral

Sunday
Cathedral of St Stephen
Saturday: 6.00pm (Mass in anticipation of Sunday)
Sunday:
8.00am; 10.00am (Solemn Mass); 12 noon; 7.30pm
Reconciliation:

Monday to Friday
Saturday

St Patrick’s
Villa Maria

9.00am; 12 noon
9.30am

10.30-11.30am; 1.00-1.30pm; 4.30-5.00pm
10.00-11.00am; 4.30-5.30pm

Exposition: Monday to Friday 10.30am—12.15pm

Benediction: Monday to Friday 12.15pm

CATHEDRAL COFFEE LOUNGE
The Cathedral Coffee Lounge, located on the lower ground
floor of Penola Place in the Cathedral Precinct, is currently
looking for volunteers. Anyone interested in volunteering
please contact Sandra on 0407 791 833 or email:
sandra.odonohue@bigpond.com
40 DAYS FOR LIFE—WINE & CHESS NIGHT 2020
The 40 Days for Life team invites everyone to our annual Wine
& Cheese Night. Come along to a night of wine, cheese &
nibbles with fellow people of God who are committed to ending
the business of Abortion which is now entrenched in
Queensland’s legal system. With a state election this year we
are delighted to have Dr Mark Robinson MP as our guest
speaker. If you have never been to our annual event please
come because to end Abortion we need everyone’s help. We
look forward to seeing as always our existing supporters.
When: Friday 21 February 2020 @ 7pm
Where: Mary Immaculate School, 616 Ipswich Rd, Annerley
(courtyard between Marymac Centre & May Immaculate School
Building) Enquiries to: 40daysbrisbane@gmail.com
VILLA MARIA OPEN DAY
The grand heritage, newly refurbished residential aged care
home at Villa Maria, offers exciting programs and activities for
residents in relaxed community spaces. Home Care services
can also be provided, tailoring care to every stage of your life’s
journey. An Open Day will be held on Saturday 22 February
2020, 10.00am-2.00pm. RSVP or for more information: 1300 951
501.
CATHEDRAL PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
PPC Commissioning Mass is scheduled for today at 10am. All
are welcome.
Cathedral Parish Pastoral Council recently enjoyed a fruitful
meeting. Fr. Anthony’s document “Truly this is an Exalted
Place” was the focus of the formation segment. There was
discussion about how to nurture the multidimensional nature of
Cathedral parish life. Updates were shared regarding potential
Maintenance and Development plans for the Cathedral Precinct
and St Patrick’s Church.
PPC welcomes new volunteers to assist with monthly Baptism
preparation sessions. For enquiries please contact :
cathedralppc@bne.catholic.net.au
MORNING TEA
Today following the 8.00am & 10.00am Masses our first
Cathedral cuppa after Mass for 2020 will be held. Join us
outside the Francis Rush Centre for fellowship with our
parishioners. Visitors are very welcome to attend.
LENTEN DISCUSSION GROUP
Are you interested in attending a Lenten Discussion Group this
year? Currently we have one group who will be meeting on a
Sunday after the 12 noon Mass. If there is interest, another
group will be organised for Thursday morning following the
10am Mass. Please register your interest for both groups by
emailing cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au by Monday 17
February.
BRISBANE CATHOLIC HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The next meeting is Tuesday 18 February 5pm in Hanly Room
in the FRC. The guest speaker is Mr Peter Mylne with topic:
Patrick William Shannon: His Life and Times. The AGM of the
Society will follow. Non-members welcome – gold coin
donation. Check website:
www.brisbanecatholichistoricalsociety.org.au.
WEDNESDAY 19TH FEBRUARY
Please note all Masses on Wednesday 19th February will be
held in the Chapel.
Reconciliation will be in the Cathedral as normal.

TUESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY—LAUNCH OF PROJECT COMPASSION
At 10.00am on Tuesday 25th February, Project Compassion
2020 will be launched in the Cathedral by Archbishop Mark
Coleridge, therefore the 10am Mass & Reconciliation will be
held in the Chapel. There will be no Adoration or Benediction.
ASH WEDNESDAY—EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY
COMMUNION AND READERS
Would you please advise which Ash Wednesday Mass you will
be attending, so that rosters can be compiled for the
Distribution of Ashes, Readers and Eucharistic Ministers.
Please telephone 3324 3006 or
email: sacristan@bne.catholic.net.au.
ASH WEDNESDAY—26 FEBRUARY 2020
Mass times for Ash Wednesday in the Cathedral Parish:
St Patrick’s, Fortitude Valley—7.00am
Cathedral—8.00am; 10.00am; 12.30pm; 5.30pm
Please note the later time for the afternoon Mass. The car park
will be available from 5.00pm for the 5.30pm Mass only.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Stations of the Cross in the Cathedral will be held every Friday
during Lent at 10.30am commencing Friday 28 February.
WHAT NOW AFTER THE RELICS?
Our parish had the wonderful privilege of hosting the
pilgrimage of the relics of St Therese of Lisiuex and her parents,
Sts Louis and Zelie. Following this special encounter, Catholic
Mission would like to reach out and hear about your experience
during the pilgrimage of the saintly family. Please share about
your experience by contacting David McGovern, Director of
Catholic Mission for the Archdiocese of Brisbane on 0431 481
731 or via email: DMcGovern@catholicmission.org.au.
MASS FOR THE DEAF
The next Auslan-Supported Mass at St Michael’s Catholic
Church, 250 Banks Street, Dorrington/Ashgrove will be held on
Sunday 1 March at 8.30 am. A warm invitation is extended to
all who would like to attend this special Mass, with morning tea
afterwards. Enquiries to dorrington@bne.catholic.edu.au

Safeguarding Children And Vulnerable Adults—Archdiocesan Prevention and Protection Policy
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to
dignity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm.
They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.
This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishioners, Volunteers, students on placement and visitors to our sites.

