Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Pentecost, some fifty days
after Easter, when the gift of the Holy Spirit which descended
upon the Apostles in that upper room, and ignited them to go
forth into the world and be the messengers of the Good News.
Pentecost, from the Greek for ‘fiftieth’, remains our biggest
Sunday celebration after the Day of Resurrection (Easter
Sunday).
On certain Feasts (such as today, again in two weekends’ time
on Corpus Christi, also on Easter Day, and the Feast of Our
Lady of Sorrows – though the early church contained many
more than the four we celebrate today), our liturgy calls for the
image-laden sequence, an additional hymn of praise inserted
into the Liturgy of the Word before the proclamation of the
Gospel. Today’s sequence dates back to the twelfth century,
with its ancient Latin title of ‘Veni, Sancte Spiritus’, or ‘Come,
Holy Spirit’.
You might want to take today’s newsletter with you after Mass
and pray this beautiful prayer at home throughout the week.
Linked with this is this weekend’s first hymn, ‘Spirit sent in
Jesus’ name’. Richard Connolly, perhaps Australia’s most
prolific and renowned hymn composer, died last month in
Sydney aged 94. His rich legacy of hymns (many with the prose
of noted author James McAuley) and Mass settings sit at the
core of our distinct Australian church music literature,
continuing to inspire generations of worshippers. Many of
these hymns remain in use for us week by week as we come to
celebrate Mass at the Cathedral and St Patrick’s.
Come, Holy Spirit!
Christopher Trikilis
Archbishop Mark Coleridge Homily at Pentecost
Copies of the Archbishop’s Homily are available at the doors of
the church, or you can download a copy as a transcript here.

Local Safeguarding Representative
My name is Susan McKay, and I
would like to introduce myself as the
new
Local
Safeguarding
Representative for the Cathedral
Parish. I have been a parishioner of St
Stephen’s since 2013 and some of you
will recognise me from Saturday
evening vigil mass ministries. I grew
up in Enoggera and was educated by
the Good Samaritan and Presentation
Sisters. I have a degree in Business and have worked for Qld
Government in various roles for 39 years.
As the parish’s Local Safeguarding Representative, my role
is to assist in creating and maintaining a safe environment
for all parishioners and visitors and indeed everyone
involved in activities, ministries and services. The safety and
wellbeing of children, young people and adults-at-risk is
paramount in our Archdiocese.
Should you have any concerns or wish to raise an issue with
me, please call me on 0418 401 609 or alternatively contact
the STOPline Service on 1300 304550. STOPline is a service
you can contact to provide anonymous confidential
information about ‘reportable conduct’ under the
Archdiocesan Whistleblower Policy.

Fifth Plenary Council of Australia

The Framework for Motions for the
second assembly of the Fifth Plenary
Council of Australia has been
published this morning. It emerges
from more than four years of
listening, dialogue, discernment,
reflection and prayer within the
Catholic Church in Australia.
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB, the Plenary Council's
president, says the document “will form the backbone of our
reflection, discussion and decision when we gather” for the
second of two assemblies, to be held in early July. Please find
below a related media release from the Plenary Council. You
can download the Framework for Motions at:
https://bit.ly/FrameworkForMotions

Family Festival
Parishioners who regularly attend the Saturday morning Mass,
please note on Saturday 25 June the Family Festival celebrating
the “World Meeting of Families” will commence at 11:00am
with a family focussed Mass celebrated with Archbishop Mark.

