
Embracing Villa Maria and 
St Patrick’s Fortitude Valley 

A couple of years ago I read a book by the Australian Jesuit, 
Fr Richard Leonard called “Where the Hell is God?” It’s a 
short book that takes up the age-old question of the 
goodness of God and the existence of suffering and evil in 
the world. The thing that stayed with me most of all was a 
deeper understanding of how God interacts with us and the 
world he created – particularly the fact that God does not 
will suffering. 

As the news about the massacre in Christchurch unfolded 
on March 15, I suffered. I spent five of my eight years in the 
NZ Army living in Christchurch and used to regularly run 
past the Al Noor Mosque on Deans Avenue in Riccarton. 
One of the things I struggle to contemplate is the sheer 
number of people whose lives have been adversely affected 
by the death of 50 people. “Lord, how could this happen in 
such a beautiful and peaceful city” I prayed? 

These are confusing times for many people who have faith. 
Only five days before Christchurch, we had the terrible 
news of the Ethiopian plane crash which killed all 157 
passengers – and of course, we remember the anger and/or 
confusion we felt at the news of Cardinal Pell’s conviction 
four weeks ago. Where the hell is God in all this violence, 
loss of life, anger and confusion – and how are we supposed 

to respond? While there are no clear answers to these 
questions, Jesus is unequivocally clear in today’s Gospel in 
how not to respond.  

Some people approached Jesus and suggested that some 
Galileans who suffered at the hands of Pilate were being 
punished by God as a consequence of their sin. While he 
says that their sinfulness had nothing to do with it, he 
challenges them to be vigilant of their own sinfulness – a 
great Lenten exercise. Jesus then cites contemporary news 
that may resonate more with us: the tower of Siloam – 
probably a tower under construction to form part of the 
defences of Jerusalem – had crumbled and killed 18 people. 
“Do you suppose that they were more guilty than all the 
people living in Jerusalem?” he asks. Jesus’ message is that 
suffering happens in the world but it’s never as a result of 
God’s intervention. 

In the Book of Job, Job questions God as to why he’s 
suffering but he eventually comes to the realisation that he 
was trying to comprehend something that was far beyond 
his human capacity. While it may seem anticlimactic, the 
Book of Job ends with Job’s realisation that there are simply 
no answers to many of the big questions in life. 
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Cathedral Mass Times this week 
 Monday to Friday 8.00am Chapel; 10.00am Cathedral; 12.30pm Cathedral; 5.10pm Chapel 
 Saturday 9.30am Villa Maria;   11.30am Cathedral  

Sunday 
 Cathedral of St Stephen Saturday   6.00pm (Vigil Mass) 
  Sunday  8.00am; 10.00am (Solemn Mass); 12 noon; 7.30pm 

 St Patrick’s, Fortitude Valley Sunday  9.00am; 12 noon. 
 Villa Maria, Spring Hill Sunday  9.30am 
 

Reconciliation 
 Monday to Friday 10.30-11.30am; 1.00-1.30pm; 4.30-5.00pm 
 Saturday 10.00-11.00am; 4.30-5.30pm 
 

Exposition Monday to Friday 10.30am—12.15pm    Benediction   Monday to Friday 12.15pm 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Year C 

24th March,  2019  

There the angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in a flame of fire out of a bush; 
Moses looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Moses said to God, “If I come 
to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask 

me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I Am Who I Am.” 
Readings:  Ex 3:1-8, 13-15; 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; Lk 13:1-9;  



LENT IN THE CATHEDRAL PARISH 

 REFLECTING, SHARING AND LIVING THE GOOD NEWS  

 Fridays from 12-1pm. Deacon Josh will organise these 
weekly discussions.   

 Sundays following the 12noon Mass in the downstairs 
choir room.   

 LIVING LENT WITH LUKE 

Living Lent with Luke Wednesday’s during Lent commencing at 
12noon in St Stephen’s Chapel.  Presenters are:  

27 March – Fr. Anthony Mellor 

3 April – Fr. Paul Chandler O.Carm 

10 April – Allie Ernest 

17 April – Archbishop Mark Coleridge 

 STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Every Friday during Lent at 10.30am. 

 LENT 2019 COMPASSION—THE APP 

Download Lent 2019 Compassion from the App Store or on 
Google Play for AndroidTM devices for just $1.99.  Search Lent 
2019 Compassion. 
 

CHRISM MASS 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge invites you to the annual Chrism 

Mass to be held in the Cathedral of St Stephen on Thursday 11th 
April 2019 commencing at 7.00pm.  This is a celebration for the 
entire Archdiocese and all are welcome.  Please note that there 
will be no 5.10pm Mass on 11 April. 

 

WEDDINGS 

Congratulations to Rita Unwin & Kelvin Barnes who were 
married in the Cathedral and Catherine Batey & Clayton 
Heinemann who were married at St Patrick’s this weekend. 

 

BAPTISM INTO CHRIST 

With joy we welcome Luca Radich, Isabelle Steptoe, Evie 
Carstensen & Roman O’Toole who were baptised at the 
Cathedral this weekend. 

 

GROUPS VISITING THIS WEEK 

On Wednesday we welcome Newmarket Probus Group for a 
tour of the Cathedral. 

 

BRISBANE CATHOLIC HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

Tuesday 2 April 5.30pm in Hanly Room at Cathedral.  Guest 
speakers: Mr Vince Hodge & Dr Elizabeth Hampson with topic: 
Rosalie Parish – 100 Years.  Check website: 

www.brisbanecatholichistoricalsociety.org.au for details. Non-
members welcome – gold coin donation.   

40 DAYS FOR LIFE 

40 Days for Life warmly invites everyone to a Mass which is 
dedicated to the ending of abortion.  

Midpoint Mass 9.30am Sat 23 March Our Lady of Victories 
Church 1 Roche Ave, Bowen Hills. 

Midpoint Rally - prayer vigil 1030am Sat 23 March 20 
Abbotsford Rd, Bowen Hills. 

“Prayer joined to sacrifice constitutes the most powerful force 
in human history.” St John Paul II. 
 

SAY “NO” TO VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING 
The State Government Committee charged with looking into 
Aged Care and Voluntary Assisted Dying legislation are calling 
for the public to provide them with a range of community views.  
The submission period for the lodging of thoughts and opinions 

is open until April 15. Families that have experienced a cathartic 
period of growth and closeness while they tended to a dying 
loved one, and are willing to share their story, are encouraged to 
contact Adrian Taylor at communications@bne.catholic.net.au.  
Online responses can also be submitted direct to the government 
body at: https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-
committees/committees/HCDSDFVPC/inquiries/current-
inquiries/AgedCareEOLPC.  
 

SAFEGUARDING ESSENTIALS PRESENTATION 

Safeguarding Essentials Presentation (level 1) is now available 
on-line for all Archdiocesan personnel.  All volunteers who have 
not already attended Safeguarding Training can view the 
presentation at www.safeguardingaob.com.au.  After viewing 
the presentation, volunteers must complete a Confirmation of 
Completion form and return it to the parish office to have the 
training recorded with People & Culture. 
 

THE CATHOLIC MAN BREAKFAST SERIES 

Thursday 23 May, 7.00-9.00am, Tattersall’s Club, 251 Queen 
Street, Brisbane.  Guest speaker:  Matt Fradd. Matt speaks to 
tens of thousands of people every year. He is the best-selling 
author of several books, including Does God Exist? A Socratic 
Dialog of the Five Ways of Thomas Aquinas.  Bookings: 

des@menalive.org.au RSVP 20 May $48 pp  Fathers are 
encouraged to bring their sons to this event. 

PLENARYCOUNCILPRAYER 
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. 

Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land. 
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia 

and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council. 
Give us the grace to see your face in one another 

and to recognise Jesus, our companion on the road. 
Give us the courage to tell our stories 

and to speak boldly of your truth. 
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other 

and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying. 
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, 

that we may live the joy of the Gospel. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

bread for the journey from age to age. 
Amen. 

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. 
St Mary MacKillop, pray for us. 

LENTEN PRAYER 
Fast from judging others; 

feast on the Christ indwelling in them. 
Fast from emphasis on differences; 

feast on the unity of all life. 
Fast from apparent darkness; feast on the reality of light. 
Fast from words that pollute; feast on phrases that purify. 

Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude. 
Fast from anger; feast on patience. 

Fast from pessimism; feast on optimism. 
Fast from worry; feast on trust. 

Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation. 
Fast from negatives; feast on affirmatives. 

Fast from unrelenting pressures; 
feast on unceasing prayer. 

Fast from hostility; feast on nonviolence. 
Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness. 

Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for others. 
Fast from personal anxiety; feast on eternal truth. 

Fast from discouragement; feast on hope. 
Fast from facts that depress; feast on truths that uplift.  

Fast from lethargy; feast on enthusiasm. 
Fast from suspicion; feast on truth. 

Fast from thoughts that weaken;  
feast on promises that inspire. 

Fast from idle gossip; feast on purposeful silence. 
Gentle God, during this season of fasting and feasting, 

gift us with your presence, 
so we can be a gift to others in carrying out your work. 

Amen. 

http://www.brisbanecatholichistoricalsociety.org.au


Soup and bread rolls 
Every Friday during Lent, 12.00-1.30pm under the veranda of Mercy House 

 our local Vinnies will be hosting soup and bread rolls.  

Your donation will enable Vinnies to help those who have come off  

second best  in our local community. 



3rd Sunday of Lent—24th March 2019 
Peter is thrilled to now have clean water on tap at his boarding school. Long walks to unsafe water sources were tiring for 
Peter, who is living with a disability. With more free time and fewer illnesses caused by dirty water, Peter can fulfil his hope 
of focusing on his studies, providing him with a brighter future. Please donate to Project Compassion 2019 and help young 
people with disabilities gain access to clean water in the Solomon Islands, providing hope for a brighter future.  

Safeguarding Children And Vulnerable Adults—Archdiocesan Prevention and Protection Policy 
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to 
dignity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm.  They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.   

This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishioners, Volunteers, students on placement and Visitors to our sites. 

Peter, Solomon Islands 


