Embracing Villa Maria and
St Patrick’s Fortitude Valley
The community of the Cathedral of St. Stephen acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which our parish stands.

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord replied,
“If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’
and it would obey you.”
Readings: Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4; 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14; Luke 17:5-9
Dear friends,
The first session of the National Plenary Council in
Adelaide is just 12 months away. A Plenary Council is
a formal meeting of the bishops and other
representatives of all the dioceses and eparchies of the
Catholic Church in Australia. Its purpose is to discern
what God is asking of us in Australia at this present
time. While the church should be asking that question
continually, a Plenary Council is a particularly graced
instrument for seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance. And
it has the authority to make church laws on the results
of its discernment. Although in the end it will be the
bishops who will vote on any future directions for the
church in Australia, they will be making those
decisions in the light of a long listening to the Holy
Spirit speaking through the voices of any of the faithful
who wish to speak around Australia. This makes the
Plenary Council 2020 different from the last one in
1937. Everyone has a chance to participate and to
express whatever the Spirit is saying to them in their
heart. With the release of the six National Plenary
Themes for Discernment (Missionary and evangelising;

Inclusive, participatory and synodal; Prayerful and
Eucharistic; Humble, healing and merciful; A joyful, hopefilled and servant community; Open to conversion, renewal
and reform) and the commencement of the Listening
and Discernment phase of the Plenary journey, the
Archdiocese of Brisbane held a Brisbane Assembly
these past few days at the Edmund Rice Performing
Arts Centre at St Laurence’s College in South Brisbane.
The Brisbane Assembly provided participants with a
deeper understanding of the themes for national
discernment, the latest developments and vision
casting from the Plenary Council national facilitation
team, and most importantly an opportunity to take
part in a process of communal discernment led by
experienced facilitators. Participants heard from an
array of quality presenters on ‘Discernment’ and
‘Effective Communication’ to assist with the Listening
and Discernment phase. The hope of this assembly is
that it will aid to empower participants to engage their
own communities with the second phase of the Plenary
journey in the lead up to the Council in 2020.
Fr. Anthony

Most Reverend Mark Coleridge
Archbishop of Brisbane
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Cathedral Mass Times this week
Monday
Tuesday — Friday
Saturday

Sunday
Cathedral of St Stephen

St Patrick’s, Fortitude Valley
Villa Maria, Spring Hill

10.00am
8.00am Chapel; 10.00am Cathedral; 12.30pm Cathedral; 5.10pm Chapel.
9.30am Villa Maria; 11.30am Cathedral
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

6.00pm (Mass in anticipation of Sunday)
8.00am; 10.00am (Solemn Mass); 12 noon; 7.30pm
9.00am; 12 noon.
9.30am

Reconciliation
Tuesday— Friday
Saturday

10.30-11.30am; 1.00-1.30pm; 4.30-5.00pm
10.00-11.00am; 4.30-5.30pm

Exposition

10.30am—12.15pm

Tuesday — Friday

Benediction Tuesday — Friday

12.15pm

CHRISTMAS HAMPER APPEAL
In December, the Cathedral Conference of St Vincent de
Paul will distribute Christmas hampers to the poor and
needy who live within the Cathedral parish. Donations of
Christmas goods, eg, tinned ham; Christmas Cake;
Christmas Pudding; mince pies; chips; soft drinks; bon
bons; etc may be left in the box located near the sacristy.
The Appeal will run until the end of November. Your
generosity will be appreciated.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
Please join us for the YAM Mass this evening Sunday 6
October @ 7.30pm. Young adults and the young at heart
are invited to attend. Come and join with other 18-35 year
olds to celebrate, share faith and fellowship.
QUEENS BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Monday 7th October, Mass will be celebrated at 10.00am
only. The Sacrament of Penance will not be offered.
MENTAL HEALTH WEEK
October marks the start of Mental Health Week. This
years theme is “Take Time for Mental Health”. Thursday
10 October is World Mental Health Day. On Friday 11
October @ 1.00pm, Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care will
celebrate Mass at St Patrick’s Fortitude Valley. Those who
suffer with a mental illness, family members or those who
care for or are in some way connected with a person with
mental illness are invited to attend.
BRISBANE OPEN HOUSE
Next weekend 12/13 October the Cathedral of St Stephen
and St Stephen’s Chapel will participate in Brisbane Open
House (BoH). BoH celebrates the city’s architecture,
giving visitors a rare insight into contemporary, historic
and environmentally significant buildings in the heart of
the city. The Cathedral precinct has participated in
Brisbane Open House for a number of years and it is a
pleasure to welcome visitors. For more information visit
the BoH website: https://brisbaneopenhouse.com.au/
MARCH FOR LIFE BRISBANE—SATURDAY 12 OCTOBER @
2.00PM
Please join Cherish Life to march against Queensland’s
extreme abortion laws. The march begins at Queens
Gardens (144 George Street, Brisbane) to Speakers' Corner
outside Parliament House for a rally.
MORGAN STREET VALLEY CLOSURE
St Patrick’s parishioners are advised that Morgan Street
will be closed and under traffic control and management
on Tuesday 8 & Wednesday 9 October for construction
activities.

INVITATION TO JOIN THE CATHEDRAL MINISTRY OF
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER OF THE EUCHARIST
An extraordinary minister of Holy Communion is one who
undertakes the liturgical ministry of distributing Holy
Communion at Mass or to people who are sick or housebound.
Extraordinary ministers of communion are specifically trained
for the role and are commissioned in their local parish for this
ministry….Liturgical Commission, Brisbane
Please consider joining the Ministry of Extraordinary
Minister of the Eucharist. Training will be offered at a
date to be advised. You can register your interest by
emailing: cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM
- CONFIRMATION & FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
The second parent and child group session will be held on
Sunday 13 October following 9am Mass at St Joseph’s,
Kangaroo Point.
- RETREAT DAY Saturday 19 October 9.30 – 11am will be
held in the Hanly Room, Francis Rush Centre followed by
the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the Cathedral. Parking
is available.

LEGION OF MARY
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacred Praesidium Meeting at
Penola House, CWA Meeting Room (downstairs near the
Cafe) Every Wednesday at 10:45 am - 12:15 pm All
welcome to join.
Our Lady of the Southern Cross Praesidium Meeting
every Saturday starting at 2:30 - 4:00 pm Missionary
Sisters of Charity Convent Soup Kitchen Room 92 Warry
St Fortitude Valley
Everyone is welcome to join, just pop in!
ALL HALLOWS PAST PUPILS MASS
The All Hallows’ Past Pupils’ are invited to attend the
Annual Mass and Biennial Meeting in All Hallows’
Chapel on Saturday 26 October at 10.30am followed by
Morning Tea in Loretto Hall. To assist catering it is
essential to book. Cost towards morning tea is $25.00 per
person and bookings can be made online at
www.ahs.qld.edu.au under Quicklinks. RSVP no later
than Friday 18 October, 2019. For further enquiries please
contact Lenore Thompson Foundation Manager and Past
Pupil School Liaison on 3831 5632 or email
Lenore.Thompson@ahs.qld.edu.au. Limited parking is
available at the school.
BE PART OF THE MEDIA APOSTOLATE
If you regularly attend the Cathedral parish, in particular
the Sunday 10am Mass, and would like to become a
volunteer webcaster to assist people who are infirm or
shut-in, please email communications@bne.catholic.net.au
or telephone 3324 3227.

TRIAL OF ELECTRONIC COLLECTION PLATES—CATHEDRAL OF ST STEPHEN
We live in an increasingly cashless society. With this in mind, at the Cathedral only, we have
begun a trial use of “tap and go” on our collection plates at Mass. You can either place cash in
the plate, or “tap” your credit card on the built-in card reader. Each “tap” of your card will be
a donation of $10 (you may of course, tap more than once with several seconds between each
tap, to give in multiples of $10). We will trial the new technology for the next couple of
months and then assess how the new system is working. Thank you for your generosity.

About the National Themes for Discernment

In October 2020, the Catholic Church in Australia will gather for the first Plenary Council to be held
since the Second Vatican Council. In 2018, the entire People of God in Australia began preparing for
this historic moment by listening to God, by listening to one another’s stories of faith.

How did we get here?
More than 222,000 people participated in listening and dialogue encounters and contributed
17,457 submissions during the first stage of preparation for the Australian Plenary Council.
The voices of the faithful help all of us to understand something of the historical experience and
the current reality of the Catholic Church in Australia. This gathered data also reveals some
deeper hopes and questions, and the diverse yearnings, that we are now challenged to consider
together.

What people talked about

