Embracing Villa Maria and
St Patrick’s Fortitude Valley
The community of the Cathedral of St. Stephen acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which our parish stands.

Jesus told a parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and
regarded others with contempt; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who
humble themselves will be exalted.
Readings: Sirach 35:12-14, 16-19; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14
Dear friends,

I was listening to the radio the other day, and the
radio presenter asked the question, “Have you ever
lied or exaggerated on a job application to improve
your chances?” While they were talking about this,
the presenter of the next program chimed in with
the question, “Have you ever lied or pretended to
be interested in something to win a heart?” In a
competitive world, we feel as though we all need
to improve our chances by talking ourselves up.
We can constantly feel that life is a game that we
cannot win because we are just not up to the mark
so, whether for a job or for love or just for the sake
of our self-esteem, we resort to a little creative
licence.
The problem is that we don’t only talk ourselves
up; we also talk others down. With the keen eye of
hawk, we notice the deficiencies in others and
exploit them to our own advantage. With a nod
and wink we say, “See that person there, he

always makes promises but never delivers” or
“This woman here, she is nice to your face but
nasty behind your back” or “Our priest is just full
of words which he doesn’t live up to”. Those
statements may be true about the other person, but
they are also usually true about the person who is
speaking. If we are willing to point out the weak
spots in others, then we must also be prepared to
do some serious self-reflection. The safest strategy
is to leave other people’s relationship with God
between them and their Creator, and to concentrate
on our relationship. The best place to start is
exactly where the tax collector begins, with the
words: “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” The
prayerful posture of a saint is the posture of one
who knows that we are all sinners and we all share
a common human shame. It is because of God’s
mercy, not ourselves, that we hope and trust in
divine redemption.
Fr. Anthony
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Cathedral Mass Times this week
Monday — Friday
Saturday

Sunday
Cathedral of St Stephen
St Patrick’s, Fortitude Valley
Villa Maria, Spring Hill

8.00am Chapel; 10.00am Cathedral; 12.30pm Cathedral; 5.10pm Chapel.
9.30am Villa Maria; 11.30am Cathedral
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

6.00pm (Mass in anticipation of Sunday)
8.00am; 10.00am (Solemn Mass); 12 noon; 7.30pm
9.00am; 12 noon.
9.30am

Reconciliation
Monday— Friday
Saturday

10.30-11.30am; 1.00-1.30pm; 4.30-5.00pm
10.00-11.00am; 4.30-5.30pm

Exposition

10.30am—12.15pm

Monday — Friday

Benediction Monday — Friday

12.15pm

INVITATION TO ORDINATION TO PERMANENT DIACONATE
The Archbishop invites you to the Diaconal Ordination of
Chad Hargrave, Ivan Ortiz, Peter Pellicaan & Adam Walk to
be held at the Cathedral on Saturday 30 November @
10.00am. Chad is a parishioner at the Cathedral and we keep
him and the other men in our prayers. For catering purposes
RSVP to cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au by 8 November 2019.
ECUMENICAL EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER
 Evensong Service to pray for Anglican Roman Catholic
Reconciliation | Sunday 10 November @ 6.00pm at St
John’s Cathedral, Ann Street, Brisbane. The Presider is
Very Rev Dr Peter Catt, Dean of St John’s and Fr Anthony
Mellor will preach. RSVP Margaret Naylon 3324 3453 or
email ecum@bne.catholic.net.au by Wednesday 6
November.
 Bishop Michael Putney Memorial Lecture | Tuesday
26 November 2019 @ 7.00pm in the Hanly Room. Guest
speaker Geraldine Hawkes, former Ecumenical Facilitator,
South Australian Council of Churches will speak on the
topic:
Receptive Ecumenism: Living the Undivided Life
Contribution of $10. RSVP 3369 6792 or email
admin@qct.org.au by Thursday 21 November.

BREAK OPEN THE WORD
Ministers of the Word will be able to collect a copy of the
2020 Break Open the Word from the Sacristy for the reduced
price of $10.
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next baptismal preparation meeting will take place on
Saturday morning, 9.30am on 2 November 2019. For an
application form please contact the Cathedral office on
3324 3030 or email cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au
YOUNG ADULTS MASS
You are invited to the Young Adults Mass next Sunday,
3 November in the Cathedral at 7.30pm. Come and join with
other young adults to celebrate, share faith and fellowship on
the lawns after Mass.
YOUNG ADULT RETREAT
The Young Adults Ministry of St Stephen's Cathedral will be
hosting a retreat at the end of November. The topic of the
retreat is "On this Mountain". It is open to all young adults
aged around 18-40 years old. For any other enquiries, please
do not hesitate to contact us through the YAM Facebook
page, or email us at yam.cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au We
hope you can all make it!
Date:
29th November to 1st December
Location:
Mt Tamborine Conference Centre,
237 Beacon Rd, North Tamborine

NATIONAL PRAYER CAMPAIGN FOR DROUGHT
The Catholic Bishops of Australia have announced a National
Prayer Campaign for Drought to take place during
November. People across the country are encouraged to pray
for the gift of rain, for people affected by the drought and to
provide practical support, where possible. The Bishops note
that large parts of the country are directly affected by the
drought, but the impact is national – and so should the
response be national. Access resources and find out more at:
www.catholic.org.au/drought.
‘IT’S GOING TO BE A LONG HOT SUMMER APPEAL’
Downs & West Community Support, a ministry of Sisters of
Charity Community Care, offers practical and pastoral
support to drought affected regions of the Darling Downs
Southwest, the South East and the South Burnett. We are
asking you to support our farmers as we enter another Long
Hot Summer.
For details of the appeal and how you can help visit the
website www.downsandwestcommunitysupport.org or see
this weeks Catholic Leader. 100% of all donations go directly
to assisting those farmers who need it most.
MASS FOR THE DEAF
The next Auslan-Supported Mass at St Michael’s Catholic
Church, 250 Banks Street, Dorrington/Ashgrove will be held
on Sunday 17 November at 8.30am. A warm invitation is
extended to all who would like to attend this special Mass,
with morning tea afterwards. Enquiries to
dorrington@bne.catholic.edu.au.

All Saints / All Souls
These important days are nearly upon us – Friday, November 1; The celebration of all Saints, and
Saturday, November 2; The Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed. Mass times are our regular
weekday and Saturday Masses. November Mass Offering envelopes will be available at the doors of the
Church. A book where names of your departed loved ones can be recorded will be available before and
after each Mass from November 2.

ELECTRONIC COLLECTION PLATES—CATHEDRAL OF ST STEPHEN
We live in an increasingly cashless society. With this in mind, at the Cathedral only, we have

begun a trial use of “tap and go” on our collection plates at Mass. You can either place cash in the
plate, or “tap” your credit card on the built-in card reader. Each “tap” of your card will be a
donation of $10 (you may of course, tap more than once with several seconds between each tap, to
give in multiples of $10). We will trial the new technology for the next couple of months and then
assess how the new system is working. Thank you for your generosity.

