Embracing Villa Maria and
St Patrick’s Fortitude Valley
The community of the Cathedral of St. Stephen acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which our parish stands.

Jesus said, “Keep this carefully in mind: you are not to prepare your defence,
because I myself shall give you an eloquence and a wisdom that none of your
opponents will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents
and brothers, relations and friends; and some of you will be put to death. You will be
hated by all men on account of my name, but not a hair of your head will be lost. Your
endurance will win you your lives.”
Readings: Malachi 3:19-20; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12; Luke 21:5-19
Dear friends,
Red Wednesday, 20th November, is an initiative
of Aid to the Church in Need (ACN). It is an
opportunity to highlight the persecution of
Christians around the world and to pray for
them. Red Wednesday is connected to the release
of ACN’s biannual report Persecuted and
Forgotten? A report on Christians oppressed for their
Faith. As the report states: “Although there has
been a decline in violence against Christians in
some parts of the world, the past two years have
failed to deliver the long-awaited break-through
moment when religious hatred gives way to
tolerance. Nor is it likely anytime soon. The rise
of authoritarian regimes and popular nationalism
bodes ill for Christians in countries as diverse as
India, Burma (Myanmar) and China, where
Christianity is seen as not only alien but as an

agent of unwanted Western influence. In parts of
Africa, Islamist violence is putting huge pressure
on Christians. In Iraq and Syria, Christians are
voting with their feet by continuing to emigrate;
each person who leaves makes it harder for those
left behind. If Pope Francis goes to Iraq in 2020
what remnant of the Christian community will he
find there?”
During this week, the outside of the Cathedral
will be lit in red to stand in solidarity with all
persecuted Christians and those who have shed
their blood as martyrs. On Wednesday,
November 20, Archbishop Coleridge will
celebrate Mass at 5:10pm to pray for all Christian
communities which are facing persecution and
threat of extinction. More information can be
found at www.redwednesday.org. Fr. Anthony
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Cathedral Mass Times this week
Monday — Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Cathedral of St Stephen

St Patrick’s, Fortitude Valley
Villa Maria, Spring Hill

8.00am; 10.00am; 12.30pm; 5.10pm (All Masses will be held in the Chapel)
9.30am Villa Maria; 11.30am Cathedral
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

6.00pm (Mass in anticipation of Sunday)
8.00am; 10.00am (Solemn Mass); 12 noon; 7.30pm
9.00am; 12 noon
9.30am

Reconciliation
Monday— Friday
Saturday

10.30-11.30am; 1.00-1.30pm; 4.30-5.00pm
10.00-11.00am; 4.30-5.30pm

Exposition

10.30am—12.15pm (Chapel)

Monday — Friday

Benediction Monday — Friday

12.15pm (Chapel)

VINNIES CHRISTMAS MARKET
Friday 29th November 2019 – 10am to 2pm
St Vincent de Paul Society Qld helps the most vulnerable and
disadvantaged in our Community and every purchase you
make helps. The St Stephen’s Conference provides support
for the Brisbane CBD; Fortitude Valley and the Spring Hill
areas. Everyone is invited to come along and take advantage
of the loads of bargains on the day including clothing,
fashion accessories, bric a brac, plants and lots more.
Should you wish to help out on the day – either with the set
up or during the day, please contact Trish McMahon on 0417 856 058. Your help will be greatly appreciated!
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST STEPHEN ART GROUP (COSSAG)
The COSSAG Annual Christmas market will be held in the
Francis Rush Centre. You're all invited to come and celebrate
the start of the season with our weekend market. Saturday
30th November from 2pm to 7:30pm with live music and
Christmas cheer. Sunday 1st December 9am to 3pm with
food stalls. Lots of unique handmade and fair trade
products. It's a great way to get some Christmas shopping
done. Parking is available under the Cathedral via Charlotte
St. Contact cossagart@gmail.com for more information.

“DYING PEACEFULLY—NO EUTHANASIA” SUNDAY
“Dying Peacefully-No Euthanasia” Sunday is being observed
in Brisbane Archdiocesan Parishes this weekend (November
16/17). At the doors of church you will find copies a
statement from Archbishop Mark Coleridge FOR THE
COMMON GOOD—LOVE IS STRONGER THAN DEATH and sheets
highlighting Ten facts you may not know about euthanasia
and assisted suicide around the world and Facts you may
not know about palliative care.

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEDICATION OF THE CATHEDRAL
OF ST STEPHEN
At the 10.00am Mass on Wednesday 4th December,
Archbishop Mark Coleridge will celebrate Mass to
commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the Dedication of the
Cathedral of St Stephen, following the 1989 renovations.
Parishioners are invited to attend and join us for morning tea
following Mass. For catering purposes please RSVP by
Friday 29th November to cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au.

CATHEDRAL LIGHTS UPGRADE
Urgent upgrade of the Cathedral lights will take place during
the week 18-22 November, 2019. Whilst this work is being
undertaken it will be necessary to close the Cathedral, and
therefore, all weekday Masses, Reconciliation, Adoration &
Benediction will be held in the Chapel. We thank you for
your patience and understanding during this week.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS TRAINING
Parishioners who regularly attend Sunday Masses are invited
to volunteer as Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist and
Readers. Training programs will be held on Wednesday 4
December @ 6.00pm or Saturday 7 December @ 9.00am. The
training session will cover both ministries, and attendance at
either is a requirement for new ministers. The car park will
be available. To register please telephone 3324 3030 or email
cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au. In keeping with Archdiocesan
Policy, all new volunteers will be required to apply for a Blue
Card and a National Police Check and partake in
Safeguarding Training.

RED WEDNESDAY
Red Wednesday is a day when the world’s persecuted
Christians will be remembered and prayed for in a special
way. In union with cathedrals throughout the world, this
year Red Wednesday will be held on Wednesday 20th
November. The Cathedral will be lit up in red from 15th
until 21st November. Wednesday 20th November the 5.10pm
Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop Mark Coleridge,
however special prayers will be offered at all Masses.

3RD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH CUPPA AFTER MASS
Today Sunday 17th November please join us after the
8:00am & 10:00am Mass for a cuppa and enjoy fellowship
with your fellow parishioners. This will the final 3rd Sunday
of the month cuppa for the 10am Mass for 2019. Please join the
8am crew on Sunday 15th December. Our thanks to all the
volunteers at 6pm, 8am & 10am Masses who have donated
their time and energy to this important ministry during the
year.

YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY OF ST STEPHEN'S CATHEDRAL
YAM will be hosting a retreat at the end of November. The
topic of the retreat is "On this Mountain". It is open to all
young adults aged around 18-40 years old. Enquiries, please
contact us through the YAM Facebook page, or email us at
yam.cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au
NATIONAL PRAYER CAMPAIGN FOR DROUGHT
The Catholic Bishops of Australia have announced a National
Prayer Campaign for Drought to take place during
November. People across the country are encouraged to pray
for the gift of rain, for people affected by the drought and to
provide practical support, where possible. Access resources
and find out more at: www.catholic.org.au/drought.

For your own safety, please be aware of your security at all times
Due to the constant possibility of theft, please do not leave your personal belongings
unattended in the Cathedral/Chapel/or the Cathedral grounds.

